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Duxbury Standp Hearing
resses legislative Committee

Ai „. ;.:«
More Than 300 Appear At
Gardner Auditorium

Duxbury was never so United.
More than 300 residents crowded
into tbe Gardner Auditorium In the
Stale House laal Thursday to Voice
their opposition to the proposed hill
that would malic Duxbury a public
resort area. Town Moderator Wil
liam T. McCarthy, chairman of the
Protest Committee, presented the
legislative committee on harbors and
public lands a petition signed by
JlCf. Duxbury residents. The force
ful and sometimes brillanl argu
ments against the taking of Duxbury
Bench which were made by the
.speakers impressed the legislative
committee.

Reminding the legislators that the
protest meeting was the 176lh anni
versary of the Battle of Concord and
Lexington. Mr. McCarthy said Dux-
burv would put up the same united
front against Stale intervention as
the people of Lexington ami Concord
had when a remote government tried
to dictate to them. He then pointed
out that the increase in our popula
tion" from about 2,500 during the
winter to almost 9,000 during the
summer was already taxing our fa
cilities. "This shows we are already
in the recreation business." he told
the committee. "We welcome people
to Duxbury because recreation Is our
•thief business and has been since
the shipbuilding era ended.''

Mr. McCarthy further pointed out
that merely because the Stale now
owns only' 17 of the i>00 miles of
usable beaches, it would be. wrong
to assume mat Mltnj ....'•• i.iiic.i ..re
not already being used. Many beach
es owned by towns and cities are,
like Duxbury's, available to the
public. "And there arc a great many
areas left." he said, "where the Stale
could go without destroying built-up
values. Why not croate values else
where instead of destroying those
already in existence?"

Mr. McCarthy look a good-natured
rap at Hop. .tunics A. Burke (D..

ITHlfpT
"I \yusiiltjhe mythical man Burke

was loifSSIki Cosi'jjMcCartliy said. "I
started jlWprkiUE' when 1 was 11, and
my father started at the age of eight,
when tUfBofme here from Ireland. 1
ant oneibf the landed gentry, too, but
my prdfcrjty is still owned by the
mortgage;,^company."

UopiiiWatlianicKTilden (it. Scitu-
ate) Ipiuieii'oat at Jlurko's remarks,
hrandiug^tuem "the most despicable
1 have <3ver heard.'' Tho tremondous
cost ofHltiu project under considera
tion by.'the Slate was his theme. Mr.
PercyjjBHjker cited the traffic prob
lems tliat I'would be caused by the
narrowness of Duxbury's streets.
"The ^alternative," ho said, "would
be to yJlUea the streets and cut down
the tro'es'.fj This would bo disastrous.
As a 'historically beautiful communi
ty, Duxbiiry would be ruined.

"lMilUo'ttB of dollars are being
brought,'to Massachusetts and New
iMigiaiiililiy out-of-state families who
buy aiiU'rent houses here. Many of
them :prefer tho privacy and charm
of places like Duxbury. rather than
the more;active resorts.- It the State
built a three or four-lauo highway
on thocxest of Duxbury Beach, any
concessions along the highway would
bo uiidorj water, part of the lime.
Obviously,, the concessions would
move .diitp the town Blrcets instead."

Senator Sumner G. Whiltior (It.
Kvoreiljjj.called Salisbury Beach a
disgrucu'hs il has been managed by
the Sli.lt).| He suggested that 1'rov-
iiicetOS-n1 bo developed rather than
Craub b.'jjBeach or Duxbury Beach.
As wj-ltteu. he said, tho bill would
cmpdjVci'j Iho h.uei eallou Authority
lo lakei'Uio "rose bush in my back
yard. ','j He added that tho Authority
was. part;of a plan of "government
by tlio .'P.euiocratic bulldozer out of
Boston."

tupoilo of the most effective
speeches}: Vof Ibo session Thomas
HemoKJ {Jr., said "thero were darn
few;: jiiroN'luciai:aristocrats in Dux-
burW'tji&poakiug in a homespun,
dowMftdje'arth; manner, bo had the

terost of the public they servo, often
are apt lo ovoroxloud thomselvos in
jusi liio opposilo direction.''

Mr. Frederick T. i'ratt, trusloo of
tho Duxbury Beach Association
wnich bought the beach in 1919 to
avoid Iho possibility ol lis being
exploited, said that tor more than ..
years tho Association had owned
tho beach and had kept it opon in its
natural stale for the service of tho
public. "Thero are two main points
to the problem," uo said:

1) is Duxbury Beach suitable tor
intensive development 10 servo largo
numbers ot people?

2) If not, is adou.ualo sorvlco to
the public being provided lo the lull
extent of the physical limitations?"

Mr. I'ratt, who is a partner of
Colonial Management Associates in
Boston, producod a map lo illuslralo
some ot the details of Iho problem.
The legislative committee, who
gathered around the map, were
obviously impressed by what ho r.aid,
and liiey broke in repeatedly '.o ask
further questions about tho geology
of tho beach and tho condition ot
approach highways. Mr. I'ratt used
Iho map to hammer homo tho fact
thai Duxbury Beach is actually a
saudspil—narrow, low, storm-swopl
and wilh access limited to one oud.

Ho repeatod that tho public was
not barred from Duxbury lloach. Ho
pointed out thai until 1931 tho only
automobile access to Iho beach was
over Iho rickoly, halt-mile wooden
bridge, and thai sinco thoro were no

Iparking facilities on Iho beach itself,
cars worn twirled on the bridge,
which causod a firo hazard. "Kathor
than exeludo tho public from tho r
beach, Duxbury built a now ap
proach," he said. "Tho town built a
road into tho northern oud ot tho
beach from tho Green Harbor lino,
and thero we constructed a parking
space which could accomodato more
than 400 cars. This parkluG spaco
has sinco often been enlarged, and
in 1941 another parking aroa was
made available and a bathhouse was
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rust, hearing that the Duxbury dele
gation represented the "landed gen
try," and wore members ot the
"provincial aristocracy."

/

tho conditions that existed during tho
nine:years ho ,worked at tho public
parkjhgi area] at tho north oud ot
Dusbilry .Beach.

"1 ,'got acquainted with every ,por-
soni vllio; came to tho boach, and sinco
man '! were regular visitors, 1 natu-
rally'jgjjt lo Know them fairly well.
Krbnjpih iking to them I learned how
glitd'itlioy were to como to tho beach
oppi'itieil' iu such a friendly and elli-
cier^jiijriianner; and maintained so
nekt|Hjj|vith,; i\fi: natural beauty uu-
spijiiJjQd]j'py tboinoisy and distracting
eleittdjijs so prtijii found at other pub-
lioj jb'Caches.i !jThousauds of these
peoptoj:.- who Ii'caine from Quincy,
Brighton, Boston and elsewhere,
camjfliiecause (they liked the beach
JuHljMjjilt was.'!

L'ijiij'other speakers, Hcrrick said
hoi{ws$'in favor ot the "spirit" of
the ;oSl> but that ho feared "some-
Urn >si! ibiany rwell-meaning public

il in trying to do what they
believe is to tho best in-

ofJU Jals
silii br'!n |T;(

III

f

built, it wa3 locaiea so uio i"iui"

could bathe either In tho ocean or
iu the bay. Last year wo had 50%
more cars than ever beforo, and to
keep up with tho public demand wo
had to enlarge tho parking area
during the rush season. Yet there
wero only four days when anyono
had to wait to gel Into tho parking
space, and some of the delay was
caused by traffic congestion on tho
approach roads. Wo plan to in
crease iho parking area this sum
mer". Mr. Pratt gave two reasons
against the taking of the boach:

1) Its physical conformation is
such that it cannot bo developod to
serve a largo number of people ox-
cept at a cost that would be pro
hibitive, and in no case on a sus
taining basis.

2) Tho public, already adequate
ly served at Duxbury Beach, likes
the beach tho way It is and would be
opposed to Stato operation.

(Continued on page 6)
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DUXBURY ST

(Continued from

Chief ot Police Jam

said that any further
ot Duxbury Beach woulj
conditions which our lo

bu unable lo cope wl|
warned ot tho iuevitabl'
on tho approach roads,
require additional jiulic
swering a charge uiuddl
trod B. Keith (It. QU
Duxbury's "Sunday cop
no discourtesy had beoil
the past, and that every!
bo made to give visit!]
every possible consider) |
future. 'I ||

Another speaker for ill
lloswoll b\ Phelps, who
the town for 36 years}
mended that instead a ;j
he proposed recreation i
powers ot the parks a;
division ot tho Depart
sorvalion be increased;!
offered an amendment ;i
that no private properti
ominent domain except
apocldc approval of thbj
niter hearings in the urn

Senator Edward C. J
stablo llopublican, aBh$
monweallh lo convert "'
into forests lo make
local industries iu UjjA
Canada ceases Its pulpY,
noted that a developing
lines ot Jones Boach I:
might cost ?15,000.00;<
ment in brief was that
population within roac,
was as great as that
and even it the high
good as those ou Long
Beach development at
not possibly be solf-sii

Other key speakers!
Holmes, airs. Kenneth
win Noyes, Philip Di
Prince and James Mill
home rule," Mr. Millar]
soe that the improvem^
The State already has
them develop IL"

Representing tho 'fa
want to take their ch
beach," Mrs. Qarstdo ji
fear that "Duxbury Be
Into another Nantask
if the State took o
Robert H. Holt of 3t|
clarified somo of the lo/
the proposed leglslatl

IIo said the author)
anything and pay fori
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Tlie other four ex-olhcio members
jwould actually bo political appoint-
i'ecs, also, thus the end result would
iho thut tho uiue-muu Board of lloc-
'roation Authority would have Hie
power lo lain wiluoul representation,
tin other words, a small political oli
garchy would be empowered to lax

'the citizens of the Commonwealth.
One of the liiial opponents of tho

ibill was Mr. lidwin M. Noyes, who
.was requested by the Chairman to
jjcoliliiio nis remarks lo points not
covered by previous speakers. Mr.
'iXoyes said the size ot the park-
ling place at the end of the bridge was
no indication of the actual use of the
beach at that particular point. There
[were no restrictions whatever on tho
juso ot tho beach itself, and a great
{many used the bridge as a means of
access, with their transportation
either parked at the public parking
place ui the laud end of the bridge,
or taken elsewhere to return at a
lator time for those who had been
brought over the bridgo to the beach.
Among these are children from Ibe
several Summer Camps, including
Camp Wing, Miramur, St. Margaret's
and Chappu Challa. Because not all
are able to stay at camp for the whole
season, tho total number able to en-
Joy the beach is considerable.

Mr. Noyes also brought oul the
fact that because all the larger
camps, (except Cbappa Challa) are
exempt from local taxation, that in
itsolf represents a substantial in
direct contribution to these chil
dren by Iho Town.

With reference to the complaint
that the proposed bill would place
too much power in the hands ot nine
men, Mr. Noyes gave figures cover
ing comparative population, assessed
valuation, and party enrollment to
show that so far as the Common
wealth is concerned, Duxbury is
a negligible factor iu any matter con
cerning Hie whole State; that the
proposed bill did not place the power
in the hands of nine mon, but
rather in the hands ot a majority
of uino. J

The same reasoning would place
the power of their appointment iu
the hands of the Governor and a
majority ot the Council. Ho also said
it was very unlikely that Duxbury
would have direct representation in
either group, whereas if the power
ot taking by eminent domain were
left with tho General Court the Town
would at least have representation
of ltB own choice. Mr. Noyes ex
pressed confidence that if this powor
of taking wore left with the Legis
lature thero would be no likelihood
ot hasty, unpremeditated action and
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value. The bonds aflE
to be paid ouly out o:
the bill botore tho l)
vldos no assurance tha
would be sufficient, in;;

1bonds probably could '
"Axe State Insura

ployment ComponaaU
Invested in these Rocri
ty bonds?" ho aske
answer Is that it the
moral responsibility
it would be a devious
tag the State's lndob
the Legislature's a
mission.

He made another g
he said that the Boar
Authority would be, i
tlrely political, lor tl
consist ot nine men
would be appointed t

Sds

that lis problems would rcceivo fair
and Impartial consideration.

It was a long rugged day (tho
meeting broke up at 5:30), but thoro
was a general feeling that Duxbury
had acquitted itself well in its
opposition to the proposed Recrea
tion Authority as it now reads.


